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Merry Christmas 
To All 

Our Chaplain Speaks: 

Christmas is the celebration by 
the Christian world of the birth 
of Christ the Son of God and of 
the foundation of a religion which 
proclaims one of the foremost phil- 
"osophies of human conduct. It 
would be a wonderful move for¬ 
ward if in our celebration of Christ¬ 
mas we would really implant in the 
hearts of mankind the meaning of 
this greatest character of mortal 
birth. To have the real spirit of 
His birth is to know Him and walk 
in the path He so plainly marked. 
Review with our loved ones and 
friends the ten commandments, the 
beattitudes and the articles of 
faith. Ponder them over in our 
hearts and resolve more perfect¬ 
ly to apply, them in our lives. 

Why not have in each home this 
Christmas a birthday cake with 
nineteen and a half candles there¬ 
on, representing the number of 
centuries since His birth. As our 
friends call—light them and have 
someone extinguish them and then 
lend our efforts toward a lovely 
birthday celebration. 

Let our gifts be such as to pro¬ 
mote love and goodwill. 

Plan to take commercialism out 
of this glorious occasion. Promote 
the activities of the day in har¬ 
mony with the spirit, love and 
peace. Avoid boisterousness, strong 
drink and the like in order that 
all may be lifted up and in reality 
feel within their souls His spirit. 
Thus loving service will be ours 
to enjoy and we will have a more 
abundant life. . 

Today, as in days of yore, we 
may experience a sweet spirit of 
brotherhood, of love toward our fel- 
lowmen. Our hearts go out to rela¬ 
tives and friends with a modest 
gift of remembrance. Every true 
Christian seeks pedfce on earth 
through Christ our Lord. This 
Christmas we as a part of the 
United Nations armies, are at war 
—not for aggression but for free¬ 
dom of mankind. While this ter¬ 
rible strife goes on, we enjoy peace 
and plenty in the valleys of the 
mountains, in this place of refuge 
made possible by our forebearers, 
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descendants of America’s early Pil¬ 
grim fathers who had come to the 
new world for freedom of con¬ 
science, However, these descend¬ 
ants, because of their religious con¬ 
victions and through the intoler¬ 
ance and misunderstanding of their 
fellow countrymen, were disposses- 
I serf nf their homes and finally came 


for peaceful, habitation in the heart 
of the Rocky Mountains where they 
might worship the Almighty accord¬ 
ing to the dictates of their own 
conscience. Here they gathered, 
bringing with them the culture of 
the old world and of the new world, 
and here they established their 
permanent homes, where only un- 


Here our pioneers m..iuJuced ir¬ 
rigation, and with their foresight 
and industry made the desert blos¬ 
som o . ilia rose. Truly their first 
Christmas and each oucceeding one 
have been seasons of peace on earth 
and good will toward men. 

The descendants of these pior 
neers are carrying forward the gos¬ 
pel of peace and good will through¬ 
out the world, yet some are re¬ 
quired to engage the sword that 
peace may be restored in this 
troubled world. Oh, that men’s 
hearts would be touched by the 
spirit of Christmas which is the 
result of Christ our Lord and His 
influence upon those who believe 
in Him! Many say we do believe 
and yet within our own borders 
there is strife and contention. The 
pioneers left home and belongings 
and many died and suffered be¬ 
cause of fatigue and exposure to 
avitid this very thing. Their faith 
and belief was so sure and strong 
that love, which is Godliness, filled 
their hearts and there was a unity 
and faith among them that is little 
understood by man today. The way 
to peace and love was marked by 
Jesus the Son of God. If we love 
Him we will keep His command¬ 
ments, He said: “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul and 
with all thy mind. Thou shalt love 
thy neighbors as thy self.” On these 
two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets. 

May the joy and peace beyond 
understanding dwell in the hearts 
and homes of every descendant of 
our pioneers. May their lives moti¬ 
vate their neighbors and friends 
to love their men and do 

deeds of loving kindness, and in 
truth and action be their broth¬ 
er's keeper and love their neigh¬ 
bor as thrmselves. 

Lawrence M. Malan, 
Chaplain. 


Fred E. Curtis Hurt 

Fred E. Curtis, our past president 
and president of the state organ¬ 
ization while working on his new 
house fell ten feet onto the floor 
of his basement and sustained seri¬ 
ous back injuries which will neces- 
siate wearing a cast for six months. 
This was a narrow escape for our 
popular president, but Fred’s 
optimistic and indominable spirit 
will pull him through any crisis. 
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EDITORIAL 

Some years ago, Irvin S. Cobb 
vrote a book I think it was entitled, 8 
‘Operations I Have Had,” and if 
[ remember correctly it sold for 
two bucks and was a best seller. 
I'm not trying to sell this book, 
but must tell you this. 

, Likpnhe Income Tax blank 
which is generally the first after 
Christmas mailing we receive, 
sometimes in our lives we receive 
a fall'which just about takes every¬ 
thing out* of you. This is just what 
happened to yours truly, on Sat¬ 
urday, November l&th. After being 
carried into the hou§e, we did man¬ 
age to get a doctor, who happens 
to be a regular fellow, but for the 
first few days, how I hated that 
guy. After listening through his 
hard-of-hearing gadget, he hummed 
and hawed, tapped this and that, 
took my blood pressure and listened 
to my wife’s version of how I fell* 
I felt like a ham sandwich at a 
Jewish picnic. The big laugh was 
yet to come. After giving me a 
shot of morphine or something, I 
woke up in about six hours to 
find that hot water bottle had 
burned a hole in my back, which 
helped matters. 

A few days later I was rushed 
to the X-ray laboratory where I 
was stripped to the waist and they 
took pictures of this and that and 
actually looked into my innards, 
thinking they would find something 
terrible. After two and one-half 
hours they found I had a broken 
back and the medical Gestapo 
rushed. me to the Hospital. 

After a few days in the hospital 
they decided that I needed a plaster 
cast and .you have never seen a 
doctor really in action until you 
see them in plastering business. 
Do they sling wicked plaster? 
The object is to put the cast on 
so you can't move your legs, throat, 
arms or what have you. When they 
feel that they have it so you can 
do no damage, they take you back 
to your room and bring in the 
hot air blowers to dry you out. 
They then decide you are over¬ 
nourished, so they put you On a 
1200 calory diet per day. 

Assuming you have read down 
this far, you might be tempted to 
think I am trying to be flippant, 
you can take my word for break¬ 
ing your back is no picnic; but 
being blessed with a sense of hu¬ 
mor — its possibly a little crude, 
nevertheless, I got quite a laugh 
out of this experience. 

. When a few days passed in the 
hospital, I found it was one of the 
finest places in the world to see 
God's two greatest Commandments 
in action. Everyone, whether nurse, 
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patient or visitor was always an¬ 
xious to see what they could do 
for you. No one was interested in 
himself but what he could dp for 
his fellow-patient. Everyone was 
interested every minute in how the 
other man, was getting along. I 
was reminded that the -Christmas 
season was approaching, but here 
I had a chance to see the Christ¬ 
mas spirit in action every day of 
the year. Here I saw the gifts of 
the spirit, which bring renewed 
faith in the goodness of man and 
I thought, “Why live with the 
shades eternally pulled down? Why 
not open the windows of your soiil 
and see something worth living for 
—worth laughing at? Remember, 
the pendulum of life swings from 
tears to smiles; and when a fellow 
lives like a daily funeral, it’s time 
to take a laugh powder.” 

May these precious gifts of life 
Unger with all Sons of Pioneers 
and their families long after the 
Christmas tree has been put in 
the rubbish barrel. These are the 
things that will lighten our hearts 
during the coming year and bright¬ 
en our way. May you aU have a 
most Merry, Healthful and Happy 
Christmas. . 

—Fred E. Curtis 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 

Myers and Poulger 
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Salt Lake City 
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Salt Lake City 


Judge Advocate.P. Leroy Nelson 
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DEMOCRACY 

When the ignorant rule the ig¬ 
norant that equals dictatorship. 

When ignorant rule the wise that 
is revolution. 

When wise rule the ignorant that 
is tyranny. 

When wise rule the wise that is 
democracy. — Origin unknown; 

Betty Bristol 

☆ HEMSTITCHING 
a MONOGRAMS and 
BUTTONS 

J. C. Penney Bldg. — Ogden 


Largest Auto Casaulty Company 
In the World 


INSURA 




ALBERT W. BARKER WILFORD L. BARKER 

SAVE WITH BARKER BROS. 


Follow nng is a list of a few 
prominent Mutual Policy Hold¬ 
ers: 

National Cash Register 
Campbe ll Soup Company 
international Harvester 
Company. 

U. S. Rubber Company 
Maytag Company 
J. A. Foulger and Company 
Great Northern Railway 
Company 

Northrup King and Company 
Diebold Safe and Lock 
Company 

College of Notre Dame 
University of Chicago 
Keystone Steel and Wire 
Company 


Pepsicola Company 
Bowery Savings Bank 
The Coca Cola Bottling 
Company 

Fifth Avenue Bank of New 
York 

Richard Hudnut Corporation 
Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company 

Henry Morgenthau 
Stetson Shoe Company 
St, Moritz on The Park 
John B. Stetson Company 
Those American Companies 
and Individuals who have 
amassed fortunes by Mutual 
Insurance Because it is a Wise 
Buy. Why don't you too? 


See or Phone 


BARKER BROS. 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

For Information Regarding the New, Dower, Rates 
DISTRICT AGENTS 

State Farm Ins. Companies 
£636 Wash. Blvd. Phone 2-7594 

































December, 1950 

Temple Fork 
Comp, S.U.P. 

The Temple Fork Camp, Sons of 
Utah Pioneers held its November 
dinner meeting Monday evening 
November 27, 1950 at 7:30 p. m., 
in the dining room of the Mount 
Logan Cafe. 

Presiding officer was Captain 
Earl A Hansen. Councilman Willis 
A. Tingey was in charge of the 
program. 

Mrs. C. Jay Skidmore sang three 
vocal solos, accompanied on the 
piano by Mrs. Anthony I. Bentley. 

Speaker of the evening was Willis 
A. Dial, instructor at the Logan 
junior high school. His subject was 
“Pioneer Industrial Development in 
Cache Valley.” Because of the lush 
grass meadows flourishing in Cache 
Valley and the excellent forage on 
the foothills, cattle raising was the 
earliest industry to be started in 
Cache Valley about 1885. The fed¬ 
eral government, as well as the 
Mormon pioneers moved cattle into 
the valley but sustained heavy 
losses during severe winters. 

In 1857 word was received by the 
pioneer settlers that General Al¬ 
bert Sidney Johnston’s army was 
moving against the Mormons in 
the Territory of Utah. In conse¬ 
quence of this, the Cache valley 
settlers moved out to join the pio¬ 
neers of the Salt Lake valley in 
their migration southward from the 
Salt Lake valley. Johnston's army 
arrived in Utah early in November 
of 1857, and then moved into the 
Cedar valley of Utah county where 
they established Camp Floyd, now 
Fairfield, and remained there un¬ 
til early in 1860. 

As late as 1867 every man had to 
be equipped with guns and am¬ 
munition, ready to leave on short 
notice for anywhere that he might 
be called to protect the settlers 
against the Indians. 

In 1868 Brigham Young advised 
his people to be kind and friendly 
to the Indians and said that they 
would respond with friendliness. 
Within a year peace with the In¬ 
dians was established and Chiefs 
Washakie, Indian George, and Po¬ 
catello came frequently to visit the 
settlements in Cache valley. 

Following the departure of John¬ 
ston's army from Utah territory in 
1860, the pioneers returned to their 
abandoned homesteads and re¬ 
sumed their work of rebuilding 
homes, raising livestock, and grow¬ 
ing small grains, chiefly wheat and 
oats. Alfalfa was also grown. 

Soon after this army had gone, 
wagon trains were jsent by the 
church to Florence, Nebraska to 
bring immigrant saints into the 
Salt Lake valley from the east and 
from Europe. During the period 
1860 to 1870, many wagon teams 
were sent from Cache valley. After 
the transcontinental railroad was 
completed with the driving of the 
gold spike at Promontory, Utah, 
on May 10, 1869, it was no longer 
necessary to send wagon trains to 
the Missouri river or other distant 
points to bring emmigrating saints 
into the valleys. 
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Brigham Young managed to keep 
his people busy in establishing ^and 
operating cooperative industries. 
They set up saw mills in the can¬ 
yons of the Bear river range, bor¬ 
dering Cache valley on the east, 
where lumber was sawed from the 
excellent red pine timber growing 
there. This was used in the con¬ 
struction of houses, barns, graner- 
ies, stores, public buildings, etc., 
with surpluses being moved to out¬ 
side areas. 

Water was brought in canals 
from the mountain streams into or 
near the settlements for the pro¬ 
duction of water power for the 
operation of flour and other mills. 

In order to obtain lumber to be 
used in the construction of the Lo¬ 
gan L. D. S, tabernacle and temple, 
beginning in 1867 and 1877, respec¬ 
tively, a sawmill was set up in the 
Temple Fork of Logan Canyon. 
Work on the tabernacle progressed 
slowly until the middle 70's. Brig¬ 
ham Young insisted that the taber¬ 
nacle be made larger than at first 
planned. However, it was roofed 
in December 1876 so workmen 
could continue with the inside work 
during the winter. 

On January 6, 1877, loggers be- 
ban sliding logs in Logan canyon, 
out of which timber and lumber 
was to be sawed and used in the 
construction of the Logan temple. 
This edifice was completed and 
dedicated on May 17, 1884. 

Several flour mills were built in 
Cache valley and the wheat grown 
here was made into flour. This 
flour was first freighted by wagon 
teams into the surrounding coun¬ 
try, such as Bear Lake valley, and 
even as far as Montana. 

Although there was some iron 
found and mined in the southern 
part of the valley, there was not 
much done in metal work in Cache 
valley. However, the U. O. (United 
Order) Foundry manufactured 
some wagons and machinery. 

Installation of the telegraph was 
one of the early enterprises in 
Cache valley. Brigham Young in 
1865 initiated this project and sent 
wagon teams to the Missouri river 
to get wire for it. Within a year 
there was a telegraph line operat¬ 
ing between Logan and St. George. 

The Union Pacific railroad was 
completed to Corrine, Utah in early 
1869 and in 1871, building of the 
Northern Pacific railroad was be¬ 
gun. 

After 1873 large contracts were 
taken by the settlers to furnish 
the Northern Pacific railroad with 
ties for their expanding lines. Tim¬ 
ber was cut by hand in the moun¬ 
tains bordering Cache valley and 
this was made into railroad ties, 
many being finished with hand 
axes. At one time there were 
enough locally-made ties in the Lo¬ 
gan railroad yard to lay 50 to 60 
miles of railroad track. 

Cooperative enterprises flourished 
from 1868 to about 1880 after which 
private business began to replace 
them and lumber dealers began 
setting the price of lumber. The old 
Co-op store in Logan was located 
on the southwest corner of Main 
and First North streets where the 
First National Bank now stands. 
—C. J. Sorenson. Cache Veliev uvi 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Board of Trustees 

Rulon F' Starley — Chairman. 
Vice President, Commercial Secur¬ 
ity Bank, Ogden, Utah. 

Horace A. Sorenson — Member 
Owner-manager, .Southeast Furni¬ 
ture Co., Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Ernest ~R. McKay Member. 
Deputy collector, U. S.- Internal 
Revenue, Huntsville, Utah. 

Willard R. Smith — Member. 
Executive Vice President, Zion s 
Saving Bank & Trust Co., Salt Lake 
City, Utah. . . 

P. LeRoy Nelson — Member. At¬ 
torney at Law, Ogden, Utah. 

1950 Life Members 

No. 1 John William Smith, Tre- 
monton, Utah. 

No. 2 William Henry Leigh, 
Cedar City, Utah. 

No. 3 A-. Frank Barnes, Jr., 1349 
Princeton Ave., Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

No. 4 Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., 
2490 Olympus Drive, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

No. 5 Rulon F. Starley, Ogden, 
Utah. 

No. -6 Clifford E. Young, Salt 

Lake City, Utah. , 

No, 7 Fred EX H. Curtis, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

No. 8 Junius M. Soresen, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

No. 9 . Judge Jesse P. Rich, Lo¬ 
gan, Utah. 

No. 10 Ernest R. McKay, Ogden, 
Utah. 

No. 11 Lawrence M. Malan, Og¬ 
den, Utah. 

No. 12 Willard R. Smith, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

No. 13 Dr. Richard R. Lyman, 
1084 Third Avenue, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

No. 14 Graham McDonald, Cedar 
City, Utah. 

No. 15 Alexis B. Malan, Ogden. 

No. 16 G. Higley Malan, Ogden. 

No. 17 Rulon S. Draney, Ogden. 

No. 18 John B. Fronk, Tremon- 
ton, ; Utah. 

No. 19 J. J. Larsen, Logan, Utah. 

No. 20 Wallace F. Bennett, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 


SEASON’S 

GREETINGS 

Bank Smokery 

2313 Wash. Blvd. 
OGDEN 
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Members of Bus 3 Meet Jqjjj «f Utah 


Members of Bus No. 3, Mormon 
Battalion Trekkers, met at Snow- 
ville Amusement Hall on Saturday 
evening, December 2nd. Bus Cap¬ 
tain and National Vice President 
Ernest M. McKay was in charge. 
The 36 present enjoyed an evening 
of music and square dancing. 
Christmas gifts were exchanged. 

S garhouse News 

: ’ Sugarhouse Sons of Utah Pio¬ 
neers will hold their annual Christ¬ 
mas party in the Hillcrest Ward, 
Wednesday, Dec. 27/ according. to 
announcement of Ralph A. Barnes, 
president. Wives of members will 
be special guests. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 3 at the 
Hotel Utah this chapter as well as 
the Emigration chapter will meet 
with the Salt Lake Luncheon SUP 
Club at their A monthly meeting, ac¬ 
cording to Harold H. Jenson co¬ 
ordinator. Ii is thought such meet¬ 
ings will bring membership closer 
together. > 

This will not interfere with the 
monthly meeting of the Sugarliouse 
Chapter which will be held the last 
Monday in the month as usual. — 
Harold H. Jenson. 


Pioneers 
Inaugurate Club 

Following a successful pattern 
set by the Salt Lake Sons of Utah 
Pioneers, the Los Angeles County 
Camp of SUP is this month in¬ 
augurating a Luncheon Club to 
promote good fellowship arid fur¬ 
ther the aims of the SUP organ¬ 
ization. 

Under the direction of President 
Wallace R. Reid, the first lunch¬ 
eon club meeting will be hel^ 
Wednesday, November 29, at noon 
in the Palm Grill, 5931 Hollywood 
Blvd. 

In a letter addressed to SUP 
members and friends, SUP secre¬ 
tary Heber G. Harrison reveals 
that “the first meeting will be 
given over principally to (1) 
greeting friends we haven't seen 
much of since Long Beach, Los 
Angeles and Hollywood stakes 
covered most of the County, (2) 
a good meal, and <Z) plans for 
places and frequency of meetings, 
etc., but author and lecturer Paul 
Bailey plans to be with us and 
might be in the jnood for giving 
us a few minutes of interesting 
material if the ‘plans’ don’t take 
too long?’ 

The luncheons will not replace 
the quarterly historical or dinner 
meetings. Next of j these will be 
held in - January, when the rush 
of the holiday season is over Presi¬ 
dent Reid announces. — California 
International News. 

Mrs. Rosario Dimeo, of-. Cran 
R. I,, unenthisiastic about reaching 
the age of 100: “Maybe God put a 
little too much oil in my candle." 


Bureau of Information 

Joseph S. Bennion, Chairman of 
the Project Comriiittee submits for 
the consideration and approval of 
the club the following resolution: 

“Whereas it has been desired to 
erect a bureau of information at 
the ‘This is the Place oMnument’, 
and whereas the Sons of the Utah 
Pioneer Luncheon Club has through 
its executive officers expressed a 
desire to assist in this worthy 
project, be it resolved that the Sons 
of the Utah Pioneer Luncheon 
Club endorse this project, that we 
commit ourselves to the sum of 
eight hundred dollars if necessary, 
which has been allocated for this ■ 
purpose, and that we unanimously 
agree to cooperate toward the ac¬ 
complishment of this project and 
that the Project Committee be 
authorized and directed to sponsor 
and develop the same." 

“ H 
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Brigham Young 
Chair Given to 
S. L. Museum 

Turkish style, fan-backed chair 
used by Brigham Young when he 
attended the Salt Lake Theatre was 
presented last week to the Memorial 
Museum at Salt Lake by Mrs. Glen 
Reese, president of the S. L. county 
chapter of Daughters of Utah Pio¬ 
neers. 

Mrs. Reese said the chair was 
given to President Young by David 
O. Calder who received it back at 
Young’s death. He in turn gave it 
to Mrs. Annie Johnston Calder and 
She to Walter S. Mackay. 

The chair, Mrs. Reese added was 
abondoned in an orchard in 
Granger. It was taken from the 
orchard in 1945 in a badly weath¬ 
ered condition by Mrs. Ella Winder 
Mackay, who gave it to Mrs. E. V, 
Black and Mrs. H. F. Hanks, cus¬ 
todians of relics for the Salt Lake 
County DUP, 

The chair was restored to its 
original condition through dona¬ 
tions of members of the county 
DUP under direction of Mrs. Ches¬ 
ter Johnson. 

The chair was made by the 
Turkish Stand Company of' Paris, 
France, in 1848. It is upholstered 
with red plush trimmed with gold 
and stitched by hand. 


HOPPY SCORES AGAIN 
I was telling my class the story 
of the early pioneers. When I 
reached the climax where our fore¬ 
fathers were attacked by a savage 
band of Indians, every child in the 
class was wide-eyed. 

Then one little boy burst out 
excitedly, “That wouldn’t have hap¬ 
pened if Hopalong Cassidy had 
been there!” — Jos. Chas. Salak, 
Instructor. 
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Put Out The Fire Before it Starts 

BUILD WITH BRICK IT COSTS YOU LESS 
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BRICK COMPANY 

FORMERLY OGDEN PRESSED BRICK AND TILE CO. 

P. O. Bax 447 Ogden, Utah Dial 3-4946 Plant at Harrisville 
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Dr. Walter M. Stookey 

Dr. Walter M. Stookey, speaker 
at a luncheon is entitled to the 
enduring gratitude of the descend- 
ents of the pioneers for the con- 
tribuation which he has made to 
pioneer history and the part which 
he has made to pioneer history and 
the part which he has taken in the 
erection of 'monuments to com¬ 
memorate their deeds. iHs work 
has been unique in character. His 
efforts have been untiring and his 
accomplishments reflect credit 
upon his intelligence, training, and 
devotion to this work. 

Dr. Richard R. Lyman writes this 
about Dr, Stookey: 

His father Enos Stookey and his 
mother Jemima Elizabeth Child 
were married in Illinois before they 
came to Utah in 1855. Enos Stookey 
and Luke Johnson, grandfather of 
Dr. Stookey’s wife Mary Ann Cald¬ 
well, were the first two settlers in 
Rush Valley, Tooele County. 

The Utah Trails and Landmarks 
Association, with George Albert 
Smith as President, was organized 
in the home of Dr. Stokey. This 
association has directed the con¬ 
struction of more than 100 monu¬ 
ments and Dr. Stookey, its his¬ 
torian, has had much to do with 
preparing the wording for the 
bronze plaques which are attached 
to these monuments. While the 
general practice was for the towns 
near-by to build the monuments 
and for the association to furnish 
and attach the plaque, a real dif¬ 
ficulty was met on the desert where 
there were no towns. It was largely 
through the efforts of Dr. Stookey 
that approval was given .by the De¬ 
partment of the Interior for the 
government to furnish the material 
and for the boys in the CC Camps 
to do the work for eight monu¬ 
ments so located. The Camp leader 
was a master builder and did con¬ 
crete work of such excellent quality 
that when officials came from 
Washington to dedicate these monu¬ 
ments they, said: “This is the finest 
piece of monument work ever done 
by the United States.” 

Dr. Stookey* s father helped to 
locate the Pony Express Stations 
across this western desert to the 
Nevada line. They were approxi¬ 
mately ten miles apart. The avail¬ 
ability of water required some 
variations in distance. It required 
many trips on the part of Dr, 
Stookey after so many years to 
locate these pony express stations 
but all were accurately located to 
the Nevada line. — “Voice of the 
Pioneers”. . u 


First Christmas 
In Utah 

By Harold H. Jenson 

History records that the first 
winter in the Great Salt Lake Val¬ 
ley was a mild one, which was in¬ 
deed fortunate, as those early pio¬ 
neers would otherwise have suf¬ 
fered severely. By this time, the 
Old Port was a comfortable place 
of refugej both from the Indians 
and the inclement weather. Many 
had built adobe houses made of 
sundried brick. About 1900 people 
were here. John Smith, great 
grandfather of the present presi¬ 
dent George Albert Smith wa3 
presiding officer as president of 
the Stake, President Brigham 
Young had returned to Winter 
Quarters in August, but it took him 
over two mosths or more to even 
get back there. The original com¬ 
pany under President Young of 
143 men, 3 women and 2 children 
had been added to by companies 
coming out until cold weather made 
it inadvisable to come. No one of 
the original company of President 
Young, is alive today, and it is 
doubtful that any of the original 
Forty-Seveners are living. In fact 
only about 250 of the 80,000 who 
crossed the plains are alive today. 

According to Journal History on 
file at the Historian’s Office under 
date of August 25, the following 
tells of the first Christmas program 
in the valley as written by Robert 
S. Bliss: “From the 19th to the 
25th of December we had frosty 
nights and warm days in the val¬ 
ley. The snow is now nearly gone 
and the weather fine. Today we 
.were awakened by the firing of 
cannon and the day was spent in 
work by some and in amusements 
by others and at night dances and 
plays by the young people. I visited 
one of my old neighbors who wa^ 
driven out of Illinois with myseV 
and partook of a fine Christmas 
dinner, but my joy was dampened 
by consideration of my family: 
they are more than a thousand 
miles from me and no possible 
chance to go to them until spring’ 
their trials, privations and afflic¬ 
tions are unknown to me and were 
they known I could not relieve 
them; but the same Being who pre 
served me in all my travels, I trust 
will be their support in every situa 
tion in which they may be placed.' 

Under date of Dec. 23, 1847 whic 1 ’ 
should, according to Assistant L. 
D. S. Church Historian A. William 
Lund be under Dec. 25th is called 



the following from Journal History: 
“The Saints in Great Salt Lake 
Valley were making preparations to 
celebrate Christmas as well as their 
circumstances would allow them. 

“Under date of July 23, 1847, 
Lorenzo D. Young wrote the fol¬ 
lowing in his diary: “I gave a 
Christmas dinner to which Father 
John Smith, Brother John Young, 
Brother Pierce and their wives and 
also Brother Jeddiah M. Grant, 
Sister Snow and Harriet and Mar¬ 
tha took dinner with us. After 
dinner Father Smith blessed our 
little Lorenzo. The occasion was 
a most pleasant one and the <day 
was spent in social chat, singing, 
etc. A prayer was offered by 
Brother Grant, and Brother Brig¬ 
ham and his quorum were remem¬ 
bered in particular. My house was 
dedicated to the Lord.” 

This shows that very little is 
recorded of the first Christmas. 

From an artcile “Socialogical 
Aspects of “Mormonism” published 
in the Improvement Era of Sep¬ 
tember Era of September 1920, by 
Dr. Levi Edgar Young, who was 
then professor of Western History 
University of Utah, the following is 
called: “The first Christmas spent 
by the pioneers in Utah was one 
of Thanksgiving. Food was scarce, 
and most of the people were housed 
in the Old Fort. While the winter 
was a mild one, there was intense 
suffering, especially among the 
women and children. There was a 
Christmas spirit on the twenty-fifth 
of December in the camp of the 
Pioneers. There were no Christ¬ 
mas gifts as we have them today, 
but there was the larger thought of 
good will and mutual helpfulness. 
Everybody was ready to help and 
share. The finer instincts of reli¬ 
gion and morals were manifested in 
clean thoughts and good deeds. 
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I. A. Smoot Retires 

On November 30th, after seven¬ 
teen years of distinguished service. 
Bert Smoot retired as Postmaster 
of Salt Lake City. Five hundred 
of his friends and associates from 
far and near gathered at the New- 
house Hotel on the evening of No¬ 
vember 25th to" greet him. Seldom 
in the history of this city has there 
been a greater tribute paid to one 
of its citizens than was paid to 
Bert on this occasion. Words of 
confidence, commendation, and 
affection were on the lips of all 
present. It was a great tribute to 
a great citizen. — “The Voice of 
the Pioneers ” — B. S. Hinckley. 


WOODROW WILSON 
The wisest thing Woodrow Wil¬ 
son ever said was one of the sim¬ 
plest when he remarked that, as 
President, he liked to put a man on 
an important job to see whether he 
grew “or just swelled.” — Malcolm 
Bingay, Detroit Free Press. 


Says one of the young girls of that 
day: “I remember our first Christ¬ 
mas in the valley (this may not 
have referred to first Christmas 
but is a good example of what hap¬ 
pened). We all worked as usual. 
The men gathered sagebrush and 
some even plowed, for though it 
had snowed, the ground was still 
soft, and the plows were used near¬ 
ly the entire day. Christmas came 
on Saturday.” 
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Joseph Starley Journal 


Rulon F. Starley, Chairman SUP 
Finance Board, and one of the 
grandsons of the author, loaned 
this journal for publication, as one 
recording briefly conditions and 
experiences met with by many 
European “Mormon” convert emi¬ 
grants of this early period. 

He recalls his grandfather tell¬ 
ing him.-he worked for William 
Carter Staines, on the Temple 
Grounds, in Salt Lake City, plant¬ 
ing trees and shrubs, from 1855 to 
1858, when he was called on a ten- 
year mission by Brigham Young 
to Fillmore, Utah, to start up a 
nursery business. His first nursery 
was set up on the east side of Main 
Street, about one block south of 
where Chalk Creek crosses Main 
Street, in Fillmore. The products 
of his nurseries were sent all. over 
the central and southern parts of 
the State. 

After he had filled his ten-year 
Mission, Brigham Young told him 
he would be free to go wherever he 
wanted; but he did not leave his 
adopted home, staying there until 
1914, when he passed away in his 
97th year. (William Carter Staines, 
mentioned above, was an expert 
gardener; 'he superintended the 
gardens and orchards of Brigham 
Young, at one time.—Editor). — 
Courtesy-Utah Historical Society. 

1854. Baptized by Priest. James 
Bullock; into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 
Bolney, on January the 29th day. 

; James Starley, Caroline, my wife, 
Jane, my daughter, confirmed by 
Elder Henry Mitchell, January 31st; 
jL854v ' 1 ^ > 

1 Julia, my daughter,-blest January 
31st, 1854. j V 

: April 14th—WehL with Elder J. 
Bullock to Lindfield to preach the 
Gospel. April 16th Went with 
Elder J. Bullock to Slaugham to 
preach in the afternoon, but v stopt 
by the constable; also - went and 
preacht at Warninglid in the eve¬ 
ning, after which we were stoned 


out* of the place. 

April 23 rd — Went to Lindfield 
with Elder J. Bullock to preach the 
Gospel in the afternoon; also 
preacht in Cuckfield in the evening 
and were holloed away from the 
place. April 30th—Went with Elder 
J. Bullock to preach at Warninglid 
in the afternoon; good meeting, also 
went to Slaugham to preach in the 
evening, but stopt by the police. 
July 9th—Went with Elder J. Bul- 
ock to Lindfield to preach in the 
evening, accompanied with Priest 
J. N. Picknell. 

September 24—Went with Priest 
Henry Starley to Henfield to shift 
tracks (sic). I left Bolney Novem¬ 
ber 15, arrived in Guildford the 
same day; got very wet. November 
18th—Left Guildford and arrived 
in Reading, 25 miles from Guildford. 
Cost 2 s. 1 d. each by rail. Novem¬ 
ber 19th—I left Reading by rail to 
Birmingham, where we changed 
trains.* from , the nee to Chester, 
where we stopt’ 1 2 hours, then we 
took fresh train to Burkenhead, 
which cost 15’s. 6 d. each; from 
thence by packet to Liverpool. 2 d. 
each. Monday 30th—Went to Wap- 
ping Station, and found our lug¬ 
gage, then went, to the office at 15 
Wilton Street to Brother Franklin 
D. Richards.'! Wednesday 22d—We 
got on board, Thursday 23d—I. N. 
Picknell was arrested for debt and 
taken to the spunging house in the 
evening. Sister and I went to see 
him. Friday 24th—We went to see 
him in the morning. In the after¬ 
noon we sailed out of dock into the 
river. We had two or three wed¬ 
dings in.the evening and held Coun¬ 
cil Meeting* 

Saturday, 25th—Lay in the river 
all day. Sunday, 26th—Lay in the 
river alL'day. We held a meeting 
in the evening; received the Sacra¬ 
ment. Monday, 27th—We set sail 
about two o’clock in the afternoon, 
and got seasick,—ail but the two 
little /ones. Tuesday, 28th — The 
women and children lay m .their 
berths all day; very sick all day. 
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At night we had a very rough sea. 
The sailors said they thought they 
never knew a rougher sea. We had 
it rough ever since , we started. 

Wednesday, 29th—In the morning 
the pilot ordered us to turn back 
again to Liverpool, which we reacht 
about 11 o’clock in the morning. 
We lay in the river all day and 
night. Thursday, 30th—We still are 
lying in the river; wind still con¬ 
trary, showery by times. Friday, 
December 1st—Lying in the river- 
meeting evening. Saturday, 2d — 
Lying in the river. Brother Frank¬ 
lin D. Richards came on board in 
the afternoon with the doctor. Sun¬ 
day, December 3d—We are lying in 
the river. Held a meeting in the 
afternoon. Received Sacrament; 
had prophecying and speaking 
tongues; assembled again in the 
evening and held a meeting. Mon¬ 
day, December 4tb—Dying in the 
river. A packet came and brought 
some more' water and provisions. 
A vessel loaded with emigrants that 
came out of the harbour before us 
the same day as we came out, was 
lost with all hands, on Tuesday 
night or Wednesday morning, the 
28th or 29th of November. 

Tuesday, December 5th—We are 
still lying in the* river; wind against 
us. We held prayer meeting in the 
evening. Wednesday, December 6th 
—Lying in the river. Called a fast 
meeting in the morning at 11 
o’clock. Met again in the afternoon 
about 3 o’clock; prayer meeting in 
the evening. We have had 7 wed¬ 
dings up to this time. 

Thursday, December. 7th — We 
again set sail at half past 2 o’clock 
i nthe afternoon. Caroline and my 
daughter Jane were ill in bed .at 
the time, and Sister Picknell,* Cath¬ 
erine and James were ill with the 
same. We thought it to be the 
measles. It was very much like it. 
Held prayer meeting in the eve¬ 
ning; administered to the sick. Fri¬ 
day, December 8th—Saw land in 
the morning to the right side of us. 

Saturday, December 9th—See land 
in the morning at daylight to the 
right of us. We also saw land in 
the afternoon at half past 1 o’clock 
to the left of us. Caroline was very 
ill all day with her throat. I 
thought it must be choked. Sunday, 
December 10th—See land in the 
morning; was in sight all day. We 
have had a boisterous voyage up 
to today; today we had a very 
steady breeze. We have had a very 
sickly position. Held Prayer Meet¬ 
ing i nthe evening. Monday, Decem¬ 
ber 11th—We had a boisterous day. 
Caroline and Sister Picknell were 
very ill all night and day. Tuesday, 
December 12th — Sister Picknell 
very ill all night and unsensible by 
times. Caroline little better. We 
still have a head wind, sea swelling 
very much, which tost our ship 
about very much. 

Wednesday, December 13th—Sis¬ 
ter Picknell continues unsensiblO 
still; Caroline is about the same as 
usual. About 8 o’clock in the eve¬ 
ning we were like to become a 
wreck, by a vessel sailing with the 
wind, — a very swelling sea at the 
(Continued on Page 7) 


A Solemn Warning 

I recently experienced a great 
patriotic thrill in reading the auto¬ 
biography of Dr. Robert A. Milli¬ 
kan, a distinguished scientist 
soldier, and statesman. In this 
book, he has said: 

“Never before in history has 
mankind faced a situation which 
freed every person on earth to ask 
himself so insistently the question, 
‘How can I help to make a better 
World?’ For we know, as iiever 
before,” says Robert A. Millikan 
“that unless by our joint efforts we 
do find a way specifically to put 
an end to world wars and their 
mass killings the human race has 
the possibility and indeed the likeli¬ 
hood, of destroying itself; so that 
the choice is now between a better 
world or no world. My own answer 
to this question is found in the fol¬ 
lowing statement: Human well¬ 
being and all human progress rest 
at bottom upon two pillars, the 
collapse of either one of which will 
bring down the whole structure. 
These two pillars are the cultiva¬ 
tion and the disemination through¬ 
out mankind of (1) the spirit of 
religion, (2) the spirit of science 
(or knowledge).” — Richard R. 
Lyman. 

Editor’s Note: “The Pioneer” 
for Feb. 1951 will carry an article 
on Dr. Millikan. 
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Joseph Storley 

(Continued from Page 6) 
time. Thursday, December 14th — 
we still have a very heavy swelling 
seo. Sister Picknell died in the 
evening at half past 7 o’clock; was 
committed to the deep the same 
evening. Friday, December 15th — 
We still are tost about. Child died 
in the afternoon. Prayer meeting 
evening. Saturday, December 16th 
—Was a fine morning. With our 
ship in full sail for the first time. 
Some large fish were seen in the 
afternoon. 

Sunday, December 17th—We had 
two funerals. We have had a very 
sickly time throughout the ship. 
We held Sacrament Meeting in the 
afternoon. Met again in the eve¬ 
ning. Monday, December 18th — 
Another child died, thus making 7 
deaths, one birth, 7 marriages. 
Tuesday, December 19th—We had a 
beautiful day, got bed clothes up 
on deck to air them. Wednesday, 
December 20th — We fasted and 
prayed for the sick and for a safe 
voyage, Thursday, December 21st 
—We had a fire; our ship sailed 
about 10 or 11 miles an hour. We 1 
held a preaching meeting in the 
evening. Another child died. 

Friday, December 22nd—We had 
a good day; nothing transpired of 
importance. Saturday, December 
23rd—We had a regular day of 
serving out provisions. Vapour- 
bathed Julia in the evening. Day 
little showery by times. 

Sunday, December 24th — Child 
died belonging to Smith. Sunday 
we had a beautiful day. Held meet¬ 
ing on deck in the morning and 
again in the afternoon. In the 
evening we held a Sacrament Meet¬ 
ing below. Vapour-bathed Julia 
again in the evening. Monday, 
December 25th—We had a very 
good day. A ship in sight about 
sunset. James Picknell very ill 
all night and day with measles. 

Tuesday, December 26th—-V ery 
boisterous wind all night and day. 
James very ill, still. Child died. 
Some very sharp lightning in the 
evening. James Picknell died about 

9 o’clock. Another child died about 

10 o’clock belonging to Brother 
Giddens. Wednesday, December 
27th—We had a very fine day. 
Thursday, December 28th—We had 
a very fine day. Ship in sight in 
the morning. Friday, December 
29th—Very fine day; held a Council 
Meeting in the afternoon. We also 


held a preaching in the evening up 
on deck. 

Saturday, December 30th — We 
had a fine day; served out provi¬ 
sions. Brother Casedy’s child died; 
a ship in sight all day to the north¬ 
west. Sunday, December 31st—In 
the morning we had 1000 miles to i 
sail to get to New Orleans. We had 
two deaths this morning. Just 
married Brother Brightons and 
Brother Gibbons, 2 Scotch. We 
held a meeting in the morning upon 
deck. Another death in the eve¬ 
ning, that of B. Allen, a child. 

1855 — 

Monday, January 1st—Beautiful 
day, wind ahead of us, which im¬ 
peded our progress. Saw a ship to 
the northward of us about sunset. 
Tuesday, January 2nd — Another 
child died. A swelling sea in the 
evening. Wednesday, January 3rd 
—A beautiful day, with a very high 
swelling sea. 

Thursday, January 4th — Heavy 
rain in the morning, with thunder I 
and lightning. Very wet all day; 
heavy sea. Friday, January 5th— 
We had a beautiful day, with a 
good wind. Saturday, January 6th 
—Saw a land in the morning to the 
north of us. In the afternoon saw 
land to the southward of us. An¬ 
other child died. Sunday, January 
7th—Saw land in the morning to 
the south of the Bermuda Island. 
Monday, January 8th—Saw land in 
the morning to the north of us. 
Went to council to know what I 
intended to do about going to Saint 
Louis. I gave in my determination 
to do as I was counseled. Another 
child died this morning. We en¬ 
tered the Gulf of Mexico. Tuesday, 
January 9th—We are still sailing 
in the 'Gulf. Ship in sight in the 
evening. Wednesday, January 10th 
—The ship past us in the night or 
morning. The steamer came to us 
in the forenoon. Thursday, January 
Hth — In the morning we were 
obliged to lie to for two hours, 
owing to a heavy fog. We arrived 
at New Orleans about half past 
2 o’clock. I sent on shore in the 
evening and got 4 small loaves of 
bread at 5 cents each. 

Friday, January 12th—We left 
the Clara Wheeler about sunset 
and started on the steamer Oceana , 
Saturday, January 13th — In the 
morning about two o’clock some of 
us went ashore and went a gypsing 
with the Blacks, but I was so poor¬ 
ly. Sunday, January 14th — Some 


of the brethren went ashore and 
had a hunt. 

Monday, January 15th — A. B. 
Hall overboard and was lost. Tues¬ 
day, January 16th—Julia died about 
half past 8 .o’clock in the morning, 
and we buried her at half past 12 
o* clock, at a place called Columbia, 
in the State of Arkansas. (Aged 2 
years and 10 months). 

, Wednesday, January 17th—Caro¬ 
line was very ill all day and night. 
Thursday, January 18th—Caroline 
died about half past 4 o’clock this 
morning and she was buried about 
half past 11 in the same state as 
Julia, about 50 miles above the 
town of Memphis. Aged 34 years. 
Allen Matley, aged 3 years, was 
buried with my wife. 

Friday, January 19th—Some went 
ashore to a butcher's shop. The 
meat did not look fit to eat, at 
• Memphis. Saturday, January 20th 
—We passed a little village called 
Oapchido. We passed the Birming¬ 
ham Heights at a quarter past 4. 
Sunday, January 21st—We passed 
Chester about half past one 
o'clock. 

Monday, January 22nd—We ar¬ 
rived at St. Louis. Tdesday, Janu¬ 
ary 23rd—We landed and got our 
luggage up to the Church. 

Wednesday, January 24th—I am 
still lying at the Meeting House. 
Jane has got a place, and is gone 
to it—Sister Cameron, 6th Street, 
between Washington Avenue and 
St/Charles. Thomas Picknell died. 

Thursday, January 25 th—Moved 
my things to Sister Cameron's. Fri¬ 
day, January 26th—I am still at the 
Meeting House. 

Sunday, January 28 th—Attended 
Meeting in the morning and again 
in the afternoon; partook of the 
Sacrament. Katherine Picknell 
died. 

Monday, January 29th—Made a 
mousetrap for B. Cameron then 
went and got work. Tuesday, 
January 30th — Started to go to 
work, but got stopt through the 
men. They would rather make 
;heir own hoops. From Wednesday, 
January 3lst, to Thursday, Febru¬ 
ary 8th, worked at the City Hospi¬ 
tal. Friday and Saturday, 9th and 
10th — Doing nought. Sunday, 
February 11th—Attended Meetings. 
Monday, February 12th—Went to 
the country for work. Wednesday, 
February 14th—Went to the City 
Hall and got my money for work; 

1 dollar per day. Thursday/Febru¬ 
ary 15th—Went to see B. H. Stoffell 
and sent a letter to England. Fri¬ 
day, February 16th—Got a new 
saw and some clothes and cap. Sat¬ 
urday, February 17th—Went to B. . 
H. Stoffel at J. ones, Esquire, and 
got work. Monday, February 19th 
— Commenced work at J. Jones, 


Esquire. March 10th—Planted the 
Prince Albert early peas. Monday, 
March 12th — Pruning raspberries. 
Sunday, March 18th—Brother I. N. 
Pickell landed in St. Louis. Tues¬ 
day, March 20th — Received of 
J. Jones, Esquire, the sum of 18 
dollars, due March 18th. Saturday, 
March 24th—Planted early frame 
peas, planted top onion. Monday, 
March 26th — Planter! the extra 
early turnip; rooted beets; Satur¬ 
day, March 31st — Planted ash- 
leafed kidney potatoes and peach 
stones. Monday, April 2nd—Planted 
early May peas and early bush 
bean; sowed early horn carrot. 

Tuesday, April 3rd—John Pick¬ 
nell died. Wednesday, April 4th— 
Planted early May peas and pink¬ 
eyed potatoes. Friday, April 6th— 
Drilled parsnips. Saturday, April 
7th—Drilled salsify and made sweet 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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potato bed. Monday, April 9th— 
Drilled early red beet; planted 
sweet potato bed, Monday, April 
9th—Drilled early red beet; planted 
sweet potatoes, -sowed radishes, 
Tuesday, April 10th—Sowed lettuce. 
Wednesday, April, 11th — Drilled 
early savory-leafed spinach and 
early red-top turnips. Thursday, 
April 12th — Planted Flat Dutch 
turnips. Friday, April 13th—Plant¬ 
ed brown Valentine bush beans, 
strawberries and sweet potatoes. 
Sunday, April 15th--Went to* St/ 
Douis Attended meetings morning 
and afternoon. 

Monday, April 16th—Planted cab¬ 
bage, cucumber on the open ground, 
and lettuce. Tuesday, April 17th— 
Planted asparagus and tomatoes 
on the open ground. Friday, April 
20th—Sowed asparagus, celery and 
radishes. Saturday, April 21st — 
Planted squash four feet apart, 
musk-melon four feet and water¬ 
melon 10 feet apart. Sunday, April 
22 nd—Attended meetings morning 
and afternoon at St. Louis. 

Monday, April 23rd — Jane re¬ 
baptised, Planted sweet corn, 
sowed bell-shaped pepper. Tues¬ 
day, April 24th l — Sowed onions, 
planted lettuce. Saturday, April 
28th — Planted bush beans, sowed 
cabbage and 1 rhubarb; planted 
toamtoes. Wednesday, May 2nd 
Planted extra early May beans. 

Monday, April 30th -My daughter 
Jane was confirmed, Sunday, May 
6th—Took the Mormon paper of B. 
John Evans. Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day, May 8th and 9th—Sharp frost, 
cut beans and peas. Sunday, May 
13th — Attended meetings morning 
and afternoon at St. Louis. A letter 
from England. 

Monday, May 21st—Sent a letter 
to England. Gathered peas and 
strawberries. Wednesday, May 23rd 
— Sowed Rutabaga, or Swedish 
turnip. Radishes may be sown with 
watermelon, Laundreths extra early 
pea 2% feet; Albert pea 3%. Early 
May and early Frame pea 4% feet. 

Sunday, June 10th — Re-baptised 
by Elder Henry Stoffell. (Witnesses 
—George Greason, Faran Furrell. 
Ordained by Elder Thomas Perrey.) 

Wednesday, July 4th—The day on 
which the Americans gained their 
Independence; went to a picnic 
party on Clarke’s Prairies 1% miles 
southwest fro mthe Gravies Dig¬ 
gings (cemetery?) Bought^a house 


for to preach in at Dry Hill, close 
on the north side of the maca¬ 
damized road between June 24th 
and July 1, 1855. 

July 9th — Planted Egg Plants. 
July 13th—Planted Drumhead cab¬ 
bage. July 14th—Planted celery. 
July 22nd—Went to church; two 
brethren came out from St, Louis 
for emigrants to work their way to 
Salt Lake. 

July 23rd (Monday)—Went to the 
office and engaged passage on boat. 

July 24th — About half past 5 
o'clock in the afternoon we left 
St. Louis. At a quarter to 8 o'clock 
same evening we entered the Mis¬ 
souri River, 18 miles from St. Louis. 
July 27th—We arrived at Lexing¬ 
ton" at noonday, and a little after 
we arrived at Weston. About 2 
miles above Weston we got some 
grapes on the side of the river. 
July 28th, Saturday—We arrived at 
Kansas about 4 o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing. In the evening we arrived at 
Atchison about half past 8 o’clock, 
about 550 miles from St. Louis. 
July 30th, Monday—Heavy thun¬ 
derstorm passed over Atchison in 
the afternoon. 

August 5th, Sunday—Started the 
train from Atchison. (This was the 
wagon train of Hooper and Wil¬ 
liams,—J. C. A.) 

August 7th—Bought of T. S. Wil¬ 
liams & Co., 1 pair pants/ $3.50; 
2 Hickory Shirts, $1.00. August 27th 
—Crossed Big Blue. September 5th 
—Bought pair boots—$5.00. Sep-, 
tember 7th. — Camped at Fort 
Kearney. September 18th—Crossed 
South Fork River. September 24th 
— Camped opposite Court House 
Rock; t September 25th — Passed 
Chimney Rock. September 30th — 
Camped at?Laramie. October 4th— 
Snow three inches in depth. Bought 
pair boots—$8.00. October 7th — 
Camped at La Bonta. October 12th 
—Crossed Platte River. October 
17th — Passed Independence Rock 
and Devil’s Gate*. October 26th — 
Camped at Big Sandy. November 
Passed South Pass. October 31st— 
1st — Crossed Green RWer and 
camped. November 2nd—Camped 
at Green River Fort. November 7th 
—Camped at Bridger. November 
9 th—Left Bridger. November 10th 
—Camped at Bear River. Novem¬ 
ber 13th—Camped at house in We¬ 
ber Canyon. November 16th — 
Camped between mountains. No¬ 
vember 17th—Arrived in Salt Lake 
City. ..November 19th — Engaged 
with Brother W. C. Staines for my 
board, until February. 


1856 — 

January 1st—Sent letter to Eng¬ 
land and one to B. Stoffel, St. 
Louis. May 17th—Received my box 
from Bridger, by T. S. Williams and 
Hooper’s train. June 1st — Re¬ 
baptised, Great Salt Lake City, 16th 
Ward, by Bishop Elizah Caseler. 
June 5th—Confirmed by Bishop E 
Caseler. June 29th—Went to E. T 
to cut hay for Brother W. C. 
Staines. (E. T. City, north o r 
Tooele, Utah, on the Lake shore 
J. C. .) June 30th, Monday—The 
wife of Charles White threatened 
shooting me; returned to Salt Lake 
City July 3rd, July 4th—Celebratior 
of the Anniversary of the In¬ 
dependence of the United States. 

1857 — 

February 20th — Ordained an 
Elder under the hands of Brother 
Dr. Sprague and Hyrum Mitsel 
"Mitchell?), and received my En¬ 
dowments. March 6th—Re-baptised 


# Season's Greetings 

China Pagoda Cafe 

AMERICAN and CHINESE FOOD 

Open 24 Hours a Day 
112 - 25th Street — Dial 3-2173 
OGDEN, UTAH 


by Bishop E. Kesler in 16th Ward; 
Confirmed by Brother Dur, under 
the hands of C. G. Riser and I. Mc¬ 
Allister, Great Salt Lake City. 
March 21st—My youngest brother, 
Henry Starley, died on the .plains 
about the 20th of October, 1856. 
I received his coat, handkerchief 
and pocket-book today. April 6th 
—Received a letter from England 
and one from Michigan. June 3rd 
—Went to floral festival in the 
evening at the Social Hall. 

Junee 4th—Married Miss Mary 
Jupp. July 31st—Went through for 
her Endowments and was sealed. 

(Continued on Page 9) 

Quick’s 

INN 

108 West North Temple 
Salt Lake City 


Season's Greetings 

- Pipe - 

' 0 Corrugated Metal Culverts 

6 Clay Sewer Pipe and Drain Tile 
• Concrete Sewer Pipe - Drain Tile and Culverts 

DIAL 2-5302 

W. R. White Company 

1635 Wall Ave. Ogden 


































: t^cember, 1950 


THE PIONEER 


Page_9 


Joseph Starley 

(Continued from Page 8) 

September — Two days—camped 
on Jordan. November 9th — Re¬ 
ceived orders to meet at the Music 
Hall to march in the mountains to 
meet United States Army, or rather 
a mob. November 10th—Left Salt 
Lake City en route for Echo Can¬ 
yon; camped at foot of Little 
Mountain. November 11th—Went 
over Little Mountain; camped be¬ 
tween the mountains. November 
12 th — Crossed Big Mountain; 
camped on east side Big Mountain. 
November 13th—Camped on East 
Canyon Creek. November 14th — 
Camped on Weber. November 16th 
—Worked at breast-work. Novem¬ 
ber 17th—Camped in Echo Canyon. 
November 21st—On Guard. Novem¬ 
ber 22nd—Fatigue Duty. November 
23d—Camp Duty. November 25th 
—Worked on breast-work. Novem¬ 
ber 27th—Helped to finish Major 
Kesler’s wickiup; little snow fell. 
November 28th—Went up to Major 
General Daniel H. Well’s camp to 
see Brother Staines. In the evening 
Governor Cumming issued his proc¬ 
lamation at half past 8 o’clock, and 
and disbanded all the Utah troops. 
November 29th — Hauling wood 
from a canyon five miles from 
camp up Echo Canyon. 

November 30th — Court martial 
held in Echo Canyon on a person 
named Warren Drake, from Ogden, 
for an unmentionable act. The 
Judge Advocate told the prisoner 
that the greatest mercy that could 


SEASON’S 

GREETINGS 

Model Laundry 

Expert Launderers 
PHONE 5725 

OGDEN 


be given was death. (This man, 
sentenced to be publicly shot, was 
reprieved on December 3, 1857, by 
the Governor, to whom the case 
had been referred, according to an 
entry in the journal of Benjamin 
Franklin Cummings. 

December 1st—Held a meeting in 
Echo Canyon. Major Kesler’s 
Company left Echo Canyon about 
half past 12 o’clock noon, en route 
for Great Salt Lake City. Camped 
in Spring Hollow . 

December 2d—Left Spring Hol¬ 
low at 10 minutes after 5 o’clock 
a.m. on our way to Salt Lake City, 
Camped between the mountains. 

December 3d—Camped at 15 min¬ 
utes to 4 o’clock a.m. Arrived in 
Great Salt Lake City about 10 
o'clock a.m. (27 days on duty, due 
me by United States).. 

1858 — 

March 3d—John J. Starley, son 
of James and Mary, was born on 
the above date, Great Salt Lake 
City, U. T. May 1, 1858—Arrived in 
Fillmore, Utah. 

September 2,. 1358 — John J. 
Starley blessed at Fillmore, under 
the hands of Elders James Hunts¬ 
man, Jacob Crofft and Joseph 
Robinson. September 6th, Monday 
— Severe snowstorm, September 
16th—Moved into my house at Fill¬ 
more. 

1860 — 

January 7th — Thunder and 
lightning. January 15th—At day¬ 
break shock of an earthquake; an¬ 
other slight one just before sunrise. 



HAPPY NEW YEAR 


EAGLE LAUNDRY CO. 

Excellent Shirt Work Is Our Pride 

22 West 1st South PHONE 8-3851 Salt Lake City 


it 1 ' ' * > * 



*\Ale 6xten.d Oun 



taAorU 



firrrTi'r r r n' r i'fi“i 

Let us all meet 
the New Year 
with a sustaining 
faith in our destiny. 




BILL’S 
Dinner Bell Motel 

AN IDEAL PLACE TO LIVE 
Close to Salt Lake Business District — Cafe in Connection 
Strictly Modem in Every Detail 
861 North 2nd West _ PHONE 3-0686 


SUNBEAM LAUNDRY 

Specializing in 

CHENILLE SPREADS -*LACE and HAND IRON CURTAINS 
BLANKETS - QUILTS - TABLE CLOTHS 
All Kinds of Wearing Apparel — Cash and Carry Service 
1050 South Main PHONE 5-7202_Salt Lake City 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 

CANTON CAFE 

“ALL NEWLY DECORATED” 

— We Specialize in — 

CHINESE and AMERICAN FOOD 

2550 Wash. Blvd. 

Dial 2-6124 Ogden, Utah 


Season's Greetings 

"If It's To Be Cleaned" 

Phone 5-6974 for 
Pick-Up and Delivery Service 

Kay-Tee Cleaners 

BEAUTIFUL WORK — RESPONSIBLY DONE 
425 North 2nd West SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 




































































Page 10 


^THE PIONEER 


December, 1950-, 


A Story of a 
Pioneer Family 
You Should Know 

Somewhere in the state of . New 
York about 1825 two young people 
from Vermont age 20 and 18 were 
married. 

The first child a son was born in 
1826 in Genesee County New York 
State. Three daughters followed 
while the family were >::ill in Gene¬ 
see County, another daughter fol¬ 
lowed at Aurora, Cayuga County, 
another son was born somewhere 
ini Indian a and the last child a girl 
was also born in Indiana October 
1844. 

This family followed closely the 
Mormon migration westward and 
were undoubtly among the earliest 
members of this unpopular reli¬ 
gious organization and may have 
been in or near Nauvoo, Illinois 
as a record has been left stating 
the wife was acquainted with the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and we as¬ 
sume the others of the family also 
knew 1q dm. It is quite likely the 
family suffered the violence, cruelty 
hardships and persecution so vigor¬ 
ously executed against the Latter- 
day Saints by their enemies during 
the years prior to and subsequent 
to the expulsion of the Mormons 
from Nauvoo, Illinois in 1846. 

In 1847 at the age, of 42 the hus- 
: ui .ed of unknown causes in an 
unknown place and is buried in an 
unknown grave. 

In 1849 the oldest daughter gave 
birth to the first grandchild on the 
banks of the Sweetwater River in 
Wyoming and also in 1849 a man by 
the name as the oldest son came 
to Utah with Captain George A, 
Smith’s Company. 

How many of the family came to 
Utah in 1849 is very indefinite. The 
second daughter may not have 
come at all as no Utah record of 
herself or her husband has yet 
been located. 

In 1851 the third daughter at the 
of 17 was married to a Well known 
Mormon colonizer, 23 years older 
than herself. This colonizer already 
married to his first wife had re¬ 
ceived instructions from President 
Brigham Young to settle his first 
wife in Bountiful and take a young 
wife to go with him into various 
places and get colonies established 

In 1853 the first :.a* jptsr sec¬ 
ond child was born, in Iron County, 
Utah indicating the family prob¬ 
ably among the very easiest pio¬ 
neers into that county. - 

The widow apparently established 
a home in Centerville,tDavis Coun¬ 
ty after her arrival in Utah with 
the then unmarried children. 

The oldest son, with his family, 
does not appear to have reached 
Utah until sometime between 1863 
and 1866. He moved to Centerville 
for a short time and then to Provo 
to establish his home where he be¬ 
came Utah County’s first sheriff. 
Probably his mother and younger 
brother and youngest sister moved 


• ' j'i- \. 

to Provo with him. . fourth 
daughters home and ^fftmily. was 
was raised in Ogden sq she may not 
have gone to Provo. ; ; ' ■ 

4 Later the mother; and widow re¬ 
married and lived - in Springville, 
Utah. 

In 1871 the fourth daughter, hav¬ 
ing become the mother of 8 children 
at the age of 35 died of hardships 
and worry connected with a mis¬ 
sion with her husband into the 
Salmon River - Country of Idaho; It 
il probable her death was respon¬ 
sible for the then scattered family 
getting together. ,A photograph 
is preserved which could have been 
taken" at this time showing the 
mother, the oldest son and the first, 
third and fifth daughters. 

In 1873 the oldest son visited his 
mother in Springville, Utah and 
upon returning to Provo was called 
to a pool hall because of a dis¬ 
turbance being created . by a 
drunken man. During the per¬ 
formance of this duty he was shot 
by the disturber and died two or 
three days later. 

In November 1877 we find the 
mother and a grandson at the St. 
George Temple doing temple work 
for her own and her first husband’s 
kindred. * 

The second son inarried a daugh¬ 
ter of one of the original pioneers 
into Utah with Brigham Young’s 
original company on 24th of July, 
1847. 

The youngest daughter married 
in Provo and very little is known 
of her history.; - 

In 1884 at Springville, Utah the 
mother died and was ^buried in the 
Provo Cejnetery in a plot of ground 
set aside Ipr patients from the state 
mental u hospital. The hospital 
authorities have advised there is 
no record of her ever having been 
a patient there, also that there is 
no record of a reason why she is 
buried where she is. Her grave is 
unmarked and apparently lost to 
her numerous living descendants. 

This mother was Charlotte 
Louisa Durham. Her first husband 
was Israel Bowen. She married 
second Simon Dalton. Her children 
were: 

1. Albert Hastings, born July 22, 
1826; ^ M.D. — Katherine Martha 
Stoker. 

2. Juliaetta, born August 29, 1829; 
M.D.-—Charles Wakeman Dalton. 

3. Marinda, born 1832; M-D. — 
Benjamin Groves. 

-i.^Ann Maria, born July 3, 1834; 
M.D.—1st Anson Call; 2nd. Billy 
Lloyd. 

5. Eliza Jame, born April 16, 1836: 
M.D—Hathron Chauncey Hadlock. 

6. David King, born January 23, 
1838; M.D,—Martha Chesley. 

7* Harriett Layinia, born October 
23, 1844; M.D.—1st Daniel Levitt; 
2nd Benjamin Lillywhite. 


AMERICA 

You and I, the American people, 
today constitute the most bene¬ 
ficent, most munificent; most gen¬ 
erous Santa Claus in all history.—- 
Forbes. 



We send our 

* 

simple but 
enduring 
this season. 



U 



And hope this 
Christmas is one 
you can cherish 
forever. 































